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1-0407 " T h i n q s  we s e e ,  h e a r  a n d  d o "  by  W .  W .  S t o e y  ( h a n d w r i t t e n ) ,  1 Volume 
T h i s  v o l u m e  s e r v e s  m u t i p l e  p u r p o s e s :  , 

1 )  D i a r y  e n t r i e s ,  Dec. 2 7 ,  1 8 9 3  - A p r i l  2 8 ,  1 8 9 5 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  
h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
p l a n t s  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h e  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  H a r r i s b u r g  a r e a  
a n d  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  " N a t u r a l i s t  S o c i e t y "  
on A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 8 9 4 ,  n a m e s  o f  N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  H a r r i s b u r g ,  P r e s i d e n t  W .  M .  F a h n e s t o c k ;  V .  P r e s .  
'Miss M .  Dock ;  S e c .  B .  W .  Demming; E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e :  Dr. 
J .  H .  F a g e r , )  Miss V .  H o g l a n d ,  W .  W .  S t o e y .  

2 )  One p a g e  e s s a y  by  W .  W .  S t o e y  e n t i t l e d  "One o f  t w o  t h i n g s "  i n  
w h i c h  h e  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  d i l i  e n c e  a n d  f r u g a l i t y .  

3 )  D e s c r i p t i v e  l i s t i n g  o f  e a c h  p h o t o g r a p h  ? N o s .  1 - 2 4 1 6 )  i n  
r o u g h  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r  e n t i t l e d  " N e g a t i v e s  b y  W .  W .  
S t o e y , "  d a t i n g  f r o m  Nov. 5 ,  1 8 9 5  t h r o u g h  Aug.  31,  1 9 2 5  
( i n c l u d i n g  e n t r i e s  f o r  c o p i e s  o f  e a r l i e r  d a g u e r o t y p e s ,  
t i n t y p e s ,  w o r k  o f  o t h e r  H a r r i s b u r g  p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  a n d  
c o m m e r c i a l  s t e r e o g r a p h s ) .  

4 )  " P a r t s  o f  No. 4  F a l c o n "  ( B i c y c l e ) ,  1 8 9 5  1 p a g e  
5 )  " R e c o r d  o f  C y c l o m e t e r  f o r  1 8 9 5 "  1 P a g e  9' . G l a s s  P l a t e  F i l e  ( 4 x 5 ,  5 x 7 )  o v e r  2 3 0 0  i t e m s  8  c u .  f t .  c4 Nos .  1 - 2 4 1 4  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  S t o e y ' s  d e s c r i p t i v e  n e g a t i v e  y Qcq~w15 - l i s t i n e .  M o s t  a r e  i n  a o o d  c o n d i t i o n .  

3 b 6 x a 5 y ~ o P Y  ~ I i n t s  - made f r o ;  S t o e y ' s  p l a t e s  ( 4 x 5 ,  5 x 7 ,  2 c u .  f t .  
m o u n t e d  1 1 x 1 4  

' -OqOC-About  5 0 0  o f  t L e  g l a s s  p l a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  
2-0V33 p r i n t  f o r m .  

W i l l i a m  W e s l e y  S t o e y ,  b .  Nov. 2 8 ,  1 8 6 4 ,  d .  Nov. 2 8 ,  1 9 2 5  
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  M i d d l e s e x  T o w n s h i p ,  C u m b e r l a n d  
C o u n t y .  He s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War w i t h  C o g p a n y  A ,  7 t h  
P e n n a .  R e s e r v e s ,  3 6 t h  R e g t . ;  was i m p r i s o n e d  a t  A n d e r s o n v i l l e ;  
r e l e a s e d ;  a n d  w a s  e n r o l l e d  i n  Company I ,  1 9 0 t h  R e g t .  He 
w a s  a  member  o f  G . A . R .  P o s t  No. 1 1 6 ,  

I 
The H a r r i s b u r g  C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  l i s t s  S t o e y ' s  o c c u p a t i o n  as  
t a x i d e r m i s t .  His s h o p  w a s  i n  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  1 1 2 6  N o r t h  

i F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  H a r r i s b u r g .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
h i s  p h o t o g r a p h i c  w o r k  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  a v o c a t i o n .  F o r  

I 
e x a m p l e ,  h i s  n e g a t i v e  l i s t  s h o w s  " C i t y  C r o o k s  f o r  J n o .  

I M o r g a n , "  p o r t r a i t s  " f o r  P o s t  C a r d s , "  " v i e w s  o f  Hbg. 

i C e m e t e r y  f o r  Mr. B a r n e s "  ( H a r r y  M. B a r n e s  was S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  H a r r i s b u r g  C e m e t e r y ) ,  m o n u m e n t s  f o r  " B e r g e r  a n d  H i g h  
S t o n e  C u t t e r s " .  A p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  w o r k ,  a t  l e a s t ,  s e e m s  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  f o r  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  



Many o f  h i s  e a r l y  p h o t o g r a p h s  r e f l e c t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  W e t z e l l s  Swamp ( l a t e r  
W i l d w o o d  P a r k ) ,  o f t e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y ,  i s  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  p h o t o s .  He a l s o  c o p i e d  c o m m e r c i a l  
s t e r e o g r a p h s  o f  n a t u r a l  p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  a n d  c o u n t r i e s .  

T h e  t o t a l  s c o p e  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  w i d e r  t h a n  n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y .  I t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  H a r r i s b u r g  
a n d  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t i e s ,  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  m a n y  
p o r t r a i t s  i n c l u d i n g  "mug s h o t s "  o f  c r i m i n a l s  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n f o r m a l  v i e w s  o f  p e o p l e  a t  w o r k  a n d  p l a y  ( f r o m  a 
b l a c k s m i t h  a t  h i s  f o r g e  t o  a g r o u p  b i c y c l i n g  down r i v e r  
r o a d ) ,  r e s i d e n c e s ,  g a r d e n s ,  h o u s e s  o f  w o r s h i p ,  h o t e l s ,  
p l a c e s  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  s t r e e t  s c e n e s .  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  c a n a l s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  
b r i d g e s ,  r o a d s ,  many t y p e s  o f  v e h i c l e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  h o r s e  
d r a w n ,  b i c y c l e s ,  b o a t s ) .  A g l i m p s e  a t  r e c r e a t i o n  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  i s  a f f o r d e d  w i t h  s u c h  s c e n e s  a s  t h e  r i v e r  c a r n i v a l  
o n  t h e  S u s q u e h a n n a  o r  b o y s  f i s h i n g .  S t o e y  d o c u m e n t e d  
t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  b u i l d i n g ,  M c K i n l e y ' s  
f u n e r a l  t r a i n ,  a n d  G r a n d  O p e r a  H o u s e  f i r e  a s  w e l l  a s  
n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a  l i k e  t h e  e c l i p s e  o f  t h e  s u n ,  i c e  o n  
t h e  S u s q u e h a n n a ,  a n d  h e a v y  s n o w .  Some  p h o t o g r a p h s  a p p e a r  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  f o r  t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  v a l u e  s u c h  a s  
b a s k e t s  o f  f r u i t ,  c l o u d s ,  a n d  c o p i e s  o f  p a i n t i n g s  b y  
Dr. F a g e r  a n d  B .  I .  L i n g l e .  T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d e a t h  c o m e s  
u p  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  p h o t o s  o f  c e m e t e r y  
m a r k e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  M a r l i n  E. O l m s t e a d  a n d  o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  
H a r r i s b u r g e r s ) ,  g r a v e s ,  f l o r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c o r p s e s ,  a n d  
w o r k  b e i n g  d o n e  i n  H a r r i s b u r g  c e m e t e r y .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
p r o v i d e s  g l i m p s e s  o f  many H a r r i s b u r g  f a m i l i e s ,  o n e  o f  
w h i c h  i s  t h e  S t o e y  a n d  m a r r i a g e  r e l a t e d  Y i n g s t  f a m i l y  
i n c l u d i n g  a n c e s t e r  G o v e r n o r  J o s e p h  R i t n e r .  S t o e y ' s  
p h o t o g r a p h i c  w o r k  i s  o f  f i n e  q u a l i t y .  U s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  
s u c h  a s  d o u b l e  e x p o s u r e s ,  f l a s h l i g h t ,  t e l e p h o t o  l e n s ,  a n d  
f a s t  e x p o s u r e s  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  r e p r o d u c e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  
w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  c l a r i t y .  I n  d o i n g  s o ,  S t o e y  h a s  g i v e n  u s  
a  v i e w  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  t h e  H a r r i s b u r g  a r e a  
d u r i n g  a  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y .  

" T h i s  c a t a l o g u e  a n d  a l l  n e g a t i v e s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  W .  W .  S t o e y ,  
1 2 2 6  W a l n u t  S t .  To B o y d  P .  R o t h r o c k  ( C u r a t o r ,  S t a t e  Museum)  ... 
R e c e i v e d  c a t a l o g u e  J a n .  2 0 ,  1 9 2 6  
R e c e i v e d  n e g a t i v e s  J a n .  2 2 ,  1 9 2 6  ( s i g n e d )  B .  P .  R o t h r o c k t '  



Pat r io t  Monday, Nov. 30, 1925 
W i l l i a m  Stoey, Civil.'War Veteran Dies 

Milliam Wesley Stoey, a veteran of the Civi l  War, died Saturday a t  his 
home, 1226 Malnut S t ree t ,  on his seventy-ninth birthday. 

A s  a boy, Mr. Stoey enl is ted i n  the Union Army i n  1864, serving f o r  some 
time with Company A, Seventh Painsylvania Reserves. On May 5, 1864, the  
en t i r e  regiment was captured by the Confederates gnd imprisoned a t  Andre- 
sonville.  Of 200 recru i t s ,  composing p a r t  of the  regiment, Stoey was the 
only man who survived the horrors of the prison. He was paroled November 
28, 1864, h i s  eighteenth birthday, and sent t o  the Government hospital  a t  
Annapolis, Md. He l a t e r  served with Company I, 190th Regiment of Pennsyl- 
vani& u n t i l  the end of the war. 

Mr. Stoey l ived  a t  ltISardscrabblell f o r  f i f t y - f ive  years, th&rty-eight 
years of which he resided a t 1 1 2 6  North Front S t ree t ,  where he conducted 
a taxidermist shop, known to  many old Hafrisburg people. He was a member 
of Post No. 116, G.A.R. 

Harri sburg Cemetery 

M r .  Stoey i s  survived by one daughter, Ida L. Stoey; fou?: brothers,  John 
R. and Washington L. Stoey, of Harrisburg; D r .  0. P. Stoey, of Newville; 
Elmer E. Stoey, Roxboro, and one s i s t e r ,  Clara E. Rogers, of Mechdcsburg. 


