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With t h e  en t rance  of t h e  Brooke family i n t o  t h e  i r o n  bus iness  and genera l  
mi l l i ng  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  Birdsboro, j u s t  be fo re  1800, it took an increased  impetus 
and soon forged t o  t h e  f r o n t  rank. Of t h e  Brooke family it may be  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  f a t h e r  and pioneer  s e t t l e r  of h i s  name i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country was 
Matthew Brooke, who had sons Edward and George Brooke. These sons ,  between 
1837 and 1878, a t  t h e  dea th  of t h e i r  f a t h e r  i n  1878 mangged t h e  bus iness  
succes s fu l ly .  AtSthe pass ing  of Matthew Brooke t h e  r e a l  management f e l l  t o  t h e  
son George, who became l eade r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  
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overs ize  [No. 13 1786-1923 
overs ize  No:? 2 1786-1951 
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Receipt  Books (Buckley fi Brooke), 1830-36 
* 1830, June 1 - Feb. 3 ,  1836 (N.B. by t h e  19th  

Century, Hopewell Forge came 
i n t o  t h e  hands of Mathew & 
Thomas Brookeland Daniel 
Buckley - Clement Brooke i n  
charge f o r  33 y e a r s . )  

5 vo l s .  
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School Exerc ise  and Note Book, 1829-30 
1829, Dec. - Jan. 1830 (Survey Book of Charles hrookc, AX18 

* 1809, May 5 - Jan. 4, 1814 
(MG-258, Box 1) 

Brooke, West Chester Academy) 


