
CIlARLES H. BURG COLLECTION 

This collection of 55 photographs depicts activities of the Pennsylvania 
National Guard in the 1890s, a period of labor unrest in the State's anthracite 
coal fields,. The photographs were probably taken or collected by Charles H. 
Burg of Harrisburg, Pa., a trooper in the Third Brigade of the Cavalry of the 
Governor's Troop, P. N. G. 

The 1890s saw a change in the movement to organize anthracite coal miners. 
Following labor unrest in the 1880s, recent East European immigrants were stereo- 
typed as inferior laborers. Labor leaders and others hoped to cut their influx. 
When existing laws failed to do this, the position of organizers shifted to place 
emphasis on the unionist education of growing numbers of East Europeans in mining 
areas. The close-Knit communities and belief in worker's dignity of the Slavs, 
Hungarians, and Poles were recognized as potential strengths in an organization. 
Sporadic strikes and violence of the late 1890s culminated in a widespread, violent 
strike in 1902 which secured the position of the United Mine Workers in the region. 
The Governor's Troop of the P. N. G. under General Gobin was often called upon as 
a threat of force if not as active opposition to the strikers. The Spanish-Ameri- 
can War of 1898 broke this pattern; the Troop in its entirety was mustered into 
Federal service for the duration of the conflict. 

The photographs record the surroundings of a National Guardsman of the 1890s 
as well as the major campaigns of Burg's Third Brigade. Several photographs show 
various- encampments of the Governor's Troop around the State. Items from the 
Puerto Rican Campaign contain camp scenes, activities on and around the troopship 
"Chester," and views of natives. Views relating to the Hazleton Coal Strike and 
the Lattimer Massacre of September 10, 1900 depict the locale and scenes of strike 
activity; a burned breaker, marching strikers, Lattimer Street views, the site of 
the shooting, and the camp of the Governor's Troop. Subjects often reflect the 
militancy and determination of the immigrant miners revolt. 

Most of the photographs are 4" x 5" or 5" x 5" mounted albumen prints, though 
some are 8" x 10" and one is oversize. There are no original negatives. The pic- 
tures are grouped according to topic. Many have handwritten notes of their subjects, 
possibly by Burg himself. The collection also contains Burg's two certificates of 
discharge from the P. N. G., dated 1896,and 1898, and a photograph of a Harrisburg 
V. F. W. post. A copy of his enlistment papers are included with the listing. The 
collection was received in 1977 from Evelyn M. Hoy, 1400 Market Street, Camp Hill, 
in accordance with the terms of her estate. , 
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Charles H. Burg, Trooper, National Guard o f  Pennsylvania, 1893- 
. 98, n.d.  

Discharge, N.G.P., 1896, 1898 
1896, June 28 (Governor's Troop, Cavalry, 3rd Brig.)  
1898, May 13 (Governor's Troop, t o  en te r  U.S. Service)  

Pic tures ,  1893-1900. n.d. 
Columbia (Lancaster Co.) Encampment, 1893 

1893, July 20 Governor's Troop, N.G.P. 

M t .  Gretna (Lebanon Co.) Encampment, 1895 
1895 Governor's Troop, N.G.P. 

Porto Rico,Campaign, May-November 1898 
1898, June 12 Governor's Troop, Pa. Vol. Cavalry, Camp 

Hastings , M t  . Gretna 
1898 ( a t  mess) Governor's Troop, Pa. Vol. Cavalry, M t .  

Gretna 
oversize 1891, Nov. 21 Governor's Troop Mustered out  of  U.S. Ser- 

v ice  
/T898T  cam^ Scenes a t  Old Snanish Church. P o d  of  Ponce 

658 

% box 

9x11, item 
9x11, item - 

. s e p i a ,  10x11, l i t e n  

s e p i a ,  9xl2, l i tem 

, s e p i a ,  lOxl2,l i t en  

$ s e p i a ,  10x12, l i ten  

0 sep ia ,  l3x l7 , /  i ten  
, sep ia ,  8-5x6 ea.  - - 

/1898/ sce6es aboard " ~ h e s t e r ,  " unloading a t  harbor, army - 
teams and m i l i t a r y  sheds s e p i a ,  8-5x5 ea .  

/';i8987 Natives and na t ive  scenes - - . s e p i a ,  10-5x5 ea.  

Gettysburg (Adams Co.) P a t r o l  Duty, Governor's Troop, N.G.P., 
n.d. 

n.d. Burg,mounted,with 3 u n i d e n t i f i e d m e n  sep ia ,  7x9 ,!item 

Hazleton (Luzerne Co.) Coal S t r ike ,  Sept.  10, 1900 
. Encampment, Governor's Troop, N.G.P., n.d. & s e p i a ,  3-4x5 e a ;  7%x9%, 4 items 

Lattimer breaker, s t r e e t s ,  s t r i p p i n g ,  I t a l i a n  homes, n.d. .sepia,6-4x5 ea. 
Gen. Gobin E Sta f f  a t  Valley Hotel,  North Broad S t . ,  n.d. sepia,2-4x5 ea.  
Breaker a t  Beaver Meadows Burned by s t r ike r s -5  miles E. of  

Hazleton, n.d. s e p i a  ,4x5,1 item 
b Breaker a t  Hazleton, Hazle No. 1-s t r ipping a t  Hazel sepia,4-4x5 ea. 
eLattimer, place where shooting occurred, Friday Sept.  10 sep ia ,  4-4x5 ea  . 

Veterans of  Foreign Wars, Capt. Howard L. Calder Pos t ,  No. 31?, 
Harrisburg, n.d. 

Commander C .  H.  Burg and o the r s ,  n.d. 2-6x8 ea. 
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Charles H. Burg, Trooper, National Guard of Pennsylvania, 1893- 
98, n.d. 

Discharge, N.G.PI, 1896, 1898 
1896, June 28 , (Governor's Troop, Cavalry, 3rd Brig.) 9x11, item 
1898, May 13 (Governon' s Troop, t o  e s t e r  U, S . Service) 9x11, ikem 

Pictures ,  1893-1900, n.d' 
Columbia (Lancaster c o b )  Encampment, 1893 

589ar JULY 20 Qovernov~s Tvoop, N.G.P. ' sep ia ,  10x11, 1 i ten 

M t  . Gretna (Lebanon Co . ) Encampment, 1895 
1895 Govemor 1,s Troop, N . G . P . sep ia ,  9xl2 , ) i lcm 

I 
I 

Porto Rico Cammign, May-November 1898 
1898, June 12 Governor's Troop, Pa. Vol. Cavalry, Camp 

Hastings, Mt. Gnetna sep ia ,  10x12,/ i tell 
1898 ( a t  mess) Governor's Troop, Pa. Vol. Cavalry, M t .  

Gretna sepia ,  10xl2,l i Lm 
oversize 1891, Nov. 21 Governor's Troop Mustered out of U.S. Ser- 

vice sep ia ,  13x17,l i kel 
' / T 8 9 2  - Camp Scenes a t  Old Spanish Church, Porf of Ponce , sep ia ,  8-5x6 e.1. 
/ 189g  Scenes aboard "Chester, l1  unloading at harbon , army - 

I teams and mi l i t a ry  sheds sepia ,  8-5x5 ell.  

IT8987 Natives and native scenes - sepia,  10-5x5 ( , I .  

Gettysburg (Adams Co.) Pa t ro l  Duty, Governor's Troop, N.G.P., 
+ I 

, n.d. 
7 

n.d. Burg, mounted, with 3 unident i f ied  men sep ia ,  7x9, / i - k c  I D  

Hazleton (Luzerne Co.) Coal S t r ike ,  Sept. 10, 1900 
Encampment, Governor's Troop, N.G.P., n.d. sepia ,  3-4x5 ea  ; i'%xf%, 4 i i NTH 
Lattimer breaker, s t r e e t s ,  s t r ipp ing ,  I t a l i a n  homes, n .d .  sepia,6-4x5 ea .  
Gen. Gobin & Staff  a t  Vazley Hotel,  North Broad S t . ,  n.d. sep ia ,  2-4x5 ea . 
Breaker a t  Beaver Meadows Burned by s t r ike rs -5  miles E. of 

Hazleton , n . d. sepiaa4x5, 1 item 
Breaker a t  Hazleton, Hazle No. 1-s t r ipping a t  Hazel s e p i a a 4 4 x 5  ea .  
Lattimer, place where shooting occurred, Friday Sept, \ 10 sepia,4-4x5 ea.  

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Capt. Howard L. Calder Post, No. 31?, 
Harrisburg, n.d. 

Commander C. H ,  Burg and others ,  n ,d .  2-6x8 ea. 


