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MIRACLE F B~CH CREEK 

Good day everyone ••• it' s a beautiful day in Pennsylvania . 

Beech Creek is a small tributar y which flows toward the 

north , out of Centre County , and into the wes t br anch of 

the usquehanna River at Lock Haven. It i s a unique run of 

water in that i t is the Susquehanna River system purifi er-

like a heart t hat t akes blood, purif i es it to s end it 

resurging back into t he body. That' s what Beech Creek does! 

I first came across the s t ory about a dozen years ago when 

t here occurred a big fish kill along t he west side of t he 

usquehanna , below where the We s t Branch ent er s t he main 

s tream. Fishermen and s portsmen were shocked and wanted to 

know why such a kill of f i sh . The answer was mine drainage , 

coming out of t he hi l ls of Cl ear f i el d County--a cids of such 

content t hat t he f i sh were killed . Well, why ~--why not 

regular l y , was t he question. And the answer was--Beech Creek . 

You s ee , t he water in Beech Creek is of alkali cont ent-- running 

t hrough the limestone hills of Centre Count y toward Lock Haven, 

Beech Cr eek brings its alkaline content into t he Susquehanna . 

Normally , t he combinat ion of t he acids and alkali a t that 

point neutralize the river as it rushes downstream--and f r esh 

water prevails t he res t of the dis tance t o the Chesepeake . 

Of course , when t here are heavy rai ns to t he west--more acids 

come out of the eart h and mines--and Beech Creek , wit h i ts 

purifiers cannot work hard enough t o neutralize--then f ish and 

other l i fe is ki lled in the river. Simpl e as t hat . This 

miracl e of cons tant f r esh wat er is one of t he wonders of 



-2-

Pennsylvania ' s natural resources--and t his is not the only 

pl ace where t he phenomenon occurs . The Schuylkill rtiver is 

t hus refreshed nor t h of Reading ; out of t he hills runs another 

heart- pumpi ng- type creek; Maiden Cr eek--and I1~aiden hi t s the 

Schuyl kill, wit h its coal acids , and at that point , the 

Schuyl kill freshens , inst ead of r unning down to Philadelphi a 

in a cidy condition . I am not naturalist enough to enjoy 

s i mpl y t he scientific expl anation of t he wonder of t hese 

two creeks ; rather there is enough Walt Disney in me t hat I 

believe i n the mir acl e of such freshening of our wa ter supply, 

simpl y because by nature, limestone makes t hese creeks alkaline 

and t hey make acid rivers f resh , per mit fish to live and people 

to drink t he wat ers of Pennsylvania rivers . This i s a whole

some and wonderful t hi ng ; act of Nature or of God; the simple 

s tory of t he rriracle of Beech Creek, with its heart-pumping 

ac t ion of limestone water which purif ies the acidy was tes man 's 

indus try had pour ed i nt o our rivers . Downriver f r om the acids , 

wat er is puri fied again , and t o me, that's one of Pennsylvania' s 

great miracl es . 

This i s Pete Wambach . I t' s a beautiful day in Pennsyl vania . 
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