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LINCOLN' AT GETTYSBtJRG 

ood day everyone • ••. 1 t • s be~utiful day in Pennsylvania. 

On November 19; 1963, th., :Preaident Qf the t1nite4 tates 

deliv·ered a talk at Get .tysburg, oommemorati:o,i tbe Cent-ennial 

of Abraham Linooln"s famous Gettysburg Addre8e- -an event which 

makes Gettysbur doubly important in American history.. I feel 

always close to tha t event, for I have had. th.e privil.ege-one 

year before 1n 1962-o:f wr i ting t he Memorial Add:'ess of that 

year . · en Abraham Lincoln journeyed to Get t ysburg to .deliver 

his speech , f ee11ng agains t hi m \fa s $0 high and hate eo preval.~nt, 

as i t hae not been be tore or after against the pereonag• o.t &'¥11 

president . Newspaper~ lambast d bim--prin.tt.ng £or example, the 

full text of ~ a.rd l!.'Terett ' e speech on that d,a;y and comme·nting 

on Lincoln ae one news paper did--" ~e pase over the sil.ly remark• 

of the f ra·aident.. For the eredi·t of t he nation we are 1till.in_g 

t h t t · ve i l of oblivion ehall b.e dropped over them, and that· 

they shall b no mort repeat ed or tho~ght o:f'1 • --that was ;abo\lt 
'· 

the Ge t tysburg Address . Linool.n, you eee , was no hero to many 

o~ his countrymen in 186J, on that day when he s tood Yir1uall7 

alone against the crowd who came n.ot to hear .bis few hundre4 

wor ds, but the two hour and more declamation of Mister Evere-tt . 

Newspaper editors particularly eav nothing distinguished about 

Lincoin. One Penneyl.va.n1a pape.r called him a "miserable low 

buffoon who diegraoee the president i al cha.fr ••• another ••• "more 

like a. Jtell- tra.1ned J!lOnkey than a ·m&n ot eenae and ·- .gentleman" •• 

another sai'd Qf his talk at Gettysburg that he w.a.$ a "'wholesale 

elaught.erer o! the K~ • s En.gl.1.ah" • But one Pennsyl van1a e~i to 
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and. I mention no namea here altho0&h these words are all 

documented (for no comnnmi ty would have it said today that. 

one of i ts editors had said these things about Lincoln af'ter 

he s ok f o.r pQsteri ty at Gettyeburg )--this man c 1 d Lincoln 

na. l iar., a thief, a robber, a brigand , a pirate, a perjurer, 

a traitor , a aoward; a hypocrite , a cheat , a trickster, a 

mur erer, a tyrant, a.n unmiti at d s coundrel, and an 1.nferaa1 

fool" . "Next to George III", he wrot e , "Lincoln has got to 

be the torst • his citiz n hat d Lincoln so much that once 

he ent so far--as if hat I haven•t told you were not enough-

t at the tcnmsfolk got rope and w re ready to lynch him• had 

he not h ut ed "Three cheer for tha Union" . There vere a 

f ew-- i f only a very :tew--who ret ain d t hei r ense of judgment 

t o l.ist~n to the .~delrees ~nd its be ,uty an to praise it . 

M ry haw 1e der, 28-- ear-old re ortar for t h weekly Hanover 

S ect tor in York Oounty, praise " it a.ft r covering Linooln '' s 

Getty burg trip, ar1 for this r iae she hae be ~n remembered 

e "Penn yl vania. • e fir t 1rl reporter" . ·"v n Lincoln was in 

error about i t . as one recalls , for .be i in its context--

ttthe world wi ll little note ·hat we s ay here" ••• and be wae wrong. 

':h(! orld has lon;a r emember ed , for more th:a 100 yeax-a , the 
) . 

beauty, the eimplieity, the ap1ritual1ty of the short , •omenta:ry 

t k which Abraham Lineoln delivered on November 19 , in tl: e 

of war , 186)., at ettys:burg . 

This 1~ .Pete Wa.mbach. I t's a beautiful day i n Pennaylvani • 
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