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EDWARD SHIPPEN THOMPSON COLLECTION

Processor's Note

The State Archives (then known as the Division of Publiec
Records) received the bulk of -the Edward Shippen Thompson papers
on April 30, 1946, -from Charlotte Thompson Henry (Thompson's
daughter), Arlington, Va. Prior to the donation, 1939-41, Thompson
had loaned numerous items to the Archives for conservation
work and duplication, according to letters in the MG-125
Accession File. This contact explains the Thompson family's
desire to place Edward's papers with the Archives, and he
previously may have deposited a few items with the Division.

Although most vestiges of the collection's original
arrangement have been obliterated, the papers apparently
may have been filed by family groups or surnames in accordance
with Thompson's genealogical activities. Unfortunately, the
attempts to process the manuscripts produced somewhat
chaotic results.

Marvin W. Schlegel, Assistant Historian, accepted the
donation and immediately sifted out those items of "historic
interest," removing "most of the papers which had no value"
'for return to Mrs. Henry (Memo, Schlegel to Colonel Eenry
W. Shoemaker, April 30, 1946; MG-125 Accession File). Four
years later, the collection's processor observed that the
documents had been "arranged and re-arranged," concluding
with a "rearrangement of the papers in chronological and
topical order in ten boxes... effected with the aid of Dr.
Humbertis Cummings" ("Thompson Papers," August 22, 1950;
MG-125 Accession File). While this process identified many
interesting and historically-valuable items, it destroyed the
collection's original order and dissociated materials pertaining
to the same family.

From 1950 until the present processor commenced work on
the group in May of 1988, the collection became disorganized
and the arrangement was found to be confusing and unsatisfactory.
Possibly, it may have been altered during those decades.
Redundant box numbers and other problems developed.

Initially, this processor sought only to check the
collection for missing documents, but the arrangement of the
materials and some of the item descriptions required -that .
all of the papers be reorganized and listed in a manner more
in accordance with standard archival practice. Owing to
the previous efforts to arrange and rearrange -the papers, no
entirely suitable order could be imposed on them. At this .-
time, they are filed roughly by family and thereunder by type
of documents--accounts, correspondence, photographs, etc.




-In -some cases, undated pleces were discovered in folders
marked with specific years or dates. Under the new scheme,
these items are identified as "not dated" (n.d.) and filed
at the end of the year to which they previously had been
assigned.

The collection remains problematic in that related papers
will be found among the materials of different families and
among different file types. This circumstance may stem from
Thompson's efforts to interfile original family papers with
genealogical notes as well-as the various rearrangements to
which the collection was subjected at the Archives.  When a
researcher identifies . an -item-of interest, all other files
in the collection bearing that date should be examined.

Jonathan R. Stayer
September 5, 1991
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EDWARD SHIPPEN THOMPSON COLLECTION

Burd and_Shippen- -Families
Burd Orphan Asylum (later Burd School),

-1896=1935, n.d. (7 items)

Business and Legal Papers, 1746 -77,

n.d. (45 items)

Correspondence, 1747-1860, n. d. -

General Correspondence -(primarily
correspondence of Col. James Burd and
family), 1T747-1860, n.d.

1747-55

1756

1757-59

1760-614

1765-69

1771-76

1777-86

1788-182T7 -

1831-60, n.d. :

Jasper Yeates to Edward Burd 1786-94. .

1786, January 17 - June 25 (12 items)
1786, September 5 - 1794, November 3

(16 items) :
Edward Shippen -Burd Matenlals, 1825-1848

Text of Oration delivered at "Doctor -
simpons spring U4th July -1825." (1 item)

Text of "Speech,"  Shippensburg, 1828 (1 item)

Last Will and Testament of Edward Shippen
‘Burd, 1848 (printed copy) 1 item

Genealogical Correspondence and Notes

1684-1942, n.d. -

General Materials, 168%4,1902, n.d. (includes
Will of Thomas Budd, 168%4) (8 items)

Burd Family Materials, 1856-1942, n.d.
Correspondence, -1856,1860,1894-1941, n.d.
Notes and Newspaper Clippings, 1852-1942, n.d.

Notes, 1852-1853,1885,1910-1936, -n.d.
Newspaper Clippings, 1889-1942, n.d.
Publications, 1893-1941 (7 items)

Shippen Family Materials,1884-1936, n.d.

Military Papers (primarily papers of James

Burd), 1748-1763,1775-1780, n.d.

French and Indian War, 1748-1763, n.d.
1748-60
1761-63
-Not dated - = :

Revolutionary War, -1775-1780, n.d. (10 items)

Photographs, Silhouettes, ete.

Col. James Burd (13 items)

Sarah Shippen Burd, wife of Col. James
-Burd (8 items)

Maj. Edward Burd (2 items) -

Margaret Burd, wife of Jacob Hubley (3 items)

Sarah Burd, wife of Jasper Yeates (1 item)

Folder Box
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Jasper Yeates (1 item)
Katharine Yeates Shippen (1 item)
Col. James Burd's descendants, 1929-30
(4 items) : 28
Unidentified soldier (World War II?) (1 item)
"Tinian", home of Col. James Burd (6 items)
Burd Coat of Arms (1 items)
Edward Shippen, "First Mayor" of
Philadelphia (3 items)
Joseph Shippen, son of "first" Edward
Shippen (6 items)
Edward Shippen, of Lancaster
(10 items)
Edward Shippen, Chief Justice
of Pennsylvania (5 items)
Margaret (Francis) Shippen, wife of
‘Edward Shippen, Chief Justice (1 item)
Col. Joseph Shippen (3 items)
Joan Galloway, wife of Col. Joseph 29
Shippen (1 item)
Edward Shippen Mansion,
Lancaster, Pa. (7 items)
Shippen Coat of Arms (5 items)

Folder Box

Patterson Family
Genealogical Correspondence and Notes,
1781-1940, n.d.
Correspondence, 1883,1898-1940

*1883,1898-1917 30
1920-19L40 31
Notes and Family Papers, 1781-1939, n.d. ‘ 32

(includes military company subscription,
1781 [copy?], -and -sheet of affidavits, 1811)

General -Correspondence, - 1794-1854, n.d. 33
Papers relating to Patterson Monument,
Mexico, Pa., 1921, n.d. 3L

Thompson Family
Accounts, Bills and Receipts, 1795-1867,n.d.

1795-1801 35
1802 36 3
1803, January-June 37
1803, July-December 38
1804 39
1805, January-June - 4o
1805, July-November 41
1807 e - 43
1808, January-dJune 4y
1808, August 45
1808, October-December 46
1809, February-May y7
1809, June-November 48
1810 : . 49
1811, April-June 50
1811, July-December 51

1812, January-April 52
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1812, May-June
1812, July-December
1813, January-June
1813, July-December
1814, February-May 21
1814, May 23-September
1815, January-March
1815, April-November, n.d.
1816
1817
1818
1819 :
1820, February-April
1820, May~-June-
1820, July-August
1820, September-October
1820, November-December, n.d.
1821, January-April 12
1821, April 13-May
1821, June-September
1821, October
1821, November-December
1822, January-February
1822, March
1822, April-December
1823, January-July
1823, August
1823, September-November
1823, December, n.d.
1824, January-March
1824, April
1824, May-November
1824, December, n.d.
1825, January-February
1825, March
1825, April-May
1825, June-December
1826
1827
1829=-4T7
1848
1849
1850 -
1851, February-May
1851, June-December
1852, January-Jduly
1852, August-December
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1862, - 1864~67
Undated

A-B

C-G

H-M

Folder

Box

51
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
T2
73
T4
75
76
TT
78
79
80
81
82
83
8y
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
9y
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
104

106
108
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Folder Box
N-Thompson, John 109
Thompson, Michel-W 110
No Name 111
Account Books, 1806-64 1 vol.
"William Thompson's Ledger D "
1806~9 (indexed)
Day Book A, William Thompson, 1853-55 1 vol. (loose)
Cash Book, E.P. Thompson, 1860-6% 1 vol. 7
Correspondence, 1793-~1942, n.d.
1793,1801,1803,1804 112
1805=7 113
1808 114
18009 115
1811 116
1812 117
1813 118
1814, January-April 119
1814, May-August 120
1815 121
1816 122
1817 123
1818 124
1819, 1821 125
1822, January-September 126
1822, October-December 127
1823 ‘ 128
1824, January-August ‘ 129
1824, September-December 130
1825, January-April 131 8
1825, May-August 132
1825, September-December 133
1826, January-April 134
1826, May-December 135
1827 136
1829-49 137
1855-56,1859 138
1860-61 139
1862, January-April 140
1862, May-December 141
1863-66 142
1867 143
1868 _ 144
1872,1874-75 - 145
1878-80 146
1881 147
1882 148
1883 149
1884, January-May 150
1884, July-December 151
1885, January-May 152
1885, June-December 153 9
1886, January-March 10 154
1886, March 12-April 22 155
1886, May 6-July 13 156
1886, July 21=-September 157

1886, October-December 158
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‘ Folder Box
1887, February-March 11 159
1887, March 14-22 160
1887, March 25-April 10 161
1887, April 12-20 162
1887, April 29-May 20 163
1887, May 21-June 2 164
1887, June 9-10 - - . 165
1887, June-15=- October 15, n.d. 166
1888, January-May 18 167
1888, May 23~ July 168
1888, August 3-21 I 169
1888, August 23~ September 5 170
1888, September 11-13- 171
1888, September~5—00tober 3 172
1888, October 6-20 - - 173
1888, October 22-November 14 174
1888, November 16-29 175
1888, December 3-18 176
1888, December 19, n.d. 177
1889 : 178
1890, January-February 179
1890, March-~-November 180
1891 181
1892 182
1893-95, 1897 183
1898 1814
1900-2 185
1903-4, 1911~ 12, 1917, 1932, 1935, 1942 186
Not Dated SR
Signed letters of Wllllam Thompson to
Robert Thompson- 187
Unsigned letters-of Wllllam Thompson to
Robert  Thompson - - 188
Various correspondent addressing
Robert Thompson
A-P 189
S-W 190
Annie Ellzabeth Cassell Thompson to her husband
Theodore Samuel Thompson 191
Miscellaneous 192
Legal Papers, 1791-1825, n.d.
1791-1801 193
1802~3 194
1804 195
1805-8 196
1809-16 197
1817-25, n.d.. . - .. 198
Miscellaneous Thompson Famlly Papers,
1780-1941, n.d.
William Thompson - :
Tax Collector Papers, 1780-82, n.d. 199
Militia Papers, 1812-13 (4 items) 200
Eulogy, n.d. (1 item) 201
Robert Thompson
n"Cyphron Book," 1801 202

10
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James Thompson

FILMED ... ...
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"Acecount of Maills Received at the Post Office 2 %9
Thompsontown," 1808-15 1 vol. (1oose
Post Office Records, 1808-15, n.d. 203
Theodore S. Thompson
Dog Pedigree Papers, 1873-1900, n.d.
1873-86 : 204 11 (end)
1887-1900, n.d. - 205
Edward Shippen -Thompson :
Sehool Papers, -1883-85, n.d. 206
Mementos, 1860~19%1, n.d. - e . 207
Genealogical and -Historical Notes, n.d. 208
Petitions -and Remonstrance, 1824-31, n.d. 209
Miscellaneous Papers, 1800-34%, n.d.
1800-34% 210
Not dated 211
Miscellaneous - -
Maryland Currency, 1767-T70 212
Maps and Atlas, c. 1830, n.d. 213
Great Western Almanac 1847 211

Washington's Farewell Address, 1848
Sketch of Gen. Robert MeAlllster,

n.d. [post-Civil War] 215
Souvenir Views of Philadelphia, n.d.
[post=-1900] . 216

Photograph Portraits and Sllhouettes of
members the Burd, Patterson, Shippen

and Thompson families, n.d. 217
Newspapers
1806-50 218
1862-63 219
1864-1865 220

1867, 1882 221
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These Papers were received at the Division of Public Records in
the middle 1940's from Edward Shippen Thompson, of Thompsontown, Pennsyl-
vania. Chiefly the papers stem from succeeding generations of the Thomp-
sons, a family which founded Thompsontown, on the lower reaches of the
Juniata River, and for more than a century remained prominent in the com=
mercial and social life of that community. It should be noted, however,
that many important portions of the Papers originated with the marriage-~
connected Burd, Patterson, and Shippen families. A basic understanding
of the complex family relationships is essential to any adequate com-
prehension of the strands interwoven in these papers. The following out-
line lists in order of chronology and family descent the more notable per=
sons involved in the exchange of letters:

Coblonel James Burd (1725-1193) of Tinian in Lancaster (now Dauphin)
County, road builder, officer during
French and Indian War and again during
early days of the Revolution, Married
Sarah Shippens; of Lancaster. Edward
Burd (1750-1835) was his son and Jasper
Yeates (1745-1817) his son=in=law.

A second son-in=law of Colonel Burd:

George Patterson (1762-1814) Descendant of the trader James Patterson,
of Lancaster County; member of family
which founded Patterson®s Fort (now
Mexico) where George Patterson operated
a saw mill and a fulling mill. His
daughter married William Thompson, Jr.,
and became ancestor of numerous Thompsons.,

William Thompson, Sr. (1752-1813) miller, merchant, and founder of
- Thompsontown on the lower Juniata some
6 miles below Patterson's Fort,

The sons of William Thompson, Srs

James Thompson (1782-1847) miller, merchant, and postmaster at Thompson-
town,

William Thompson, Jr., (1785-1834) married Charlotte Chambers Patterson.

Robert Thompson (1790-1866)



