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Correspondence of Mrs. El iza  D. Swift (nee El iza  D. Beach, d. 1870), 
wife of the Rev. El isha P. Swift (d. ca. 1865), pastor o f  the F i r s t  
Presbyterian Church of Allegheny, Pa., 183.5-1864; included also are  
l e t t e r s  between other members of t h e i r  family. Among the  wr i te rs  of 
the  l e t t e r s ,  i n  addition t o  Mrs. Swift herself ,  are her husband, moth- 
e r  ( ~ r s .  Keturah Young, d. 18.56), s i s t e r  (Mary G. Young), uncle (Ash- 
be1 Green), cousins, and sons and daughters (including E l l i o t t  E.' 
Swift, pastor of the  F i r  st Presbyterian Church of Allegheny 1864-1887 ) 
[ ; nearly a l l  of these persons, a s  well  a s  some o f  Mrs. Swift 1s grand- 
children, are also rec ip ien ts  of correspondence i n  t h i s  collection].  
Subjects t h a t  f ind  par t icu la r ly  frequent mention i n  the correspondence 
include the s t a t e  of re l ig ion  and the  progress of missionary act ivi ty ,  
the health of members of the  f  amily and friends,  the b i r t h  of children 
and the i r  development, deaths of loved ones, and the application of re -  
l ig ious  principles i n  l i f e ;  among other matters discussed are the  ap- 
pearance of the s t a t e  cap i t a l  a t  Harrisburg i n  1823 and the  Pittsburgh 
f i r e  of 1845. I n  addition t o  t he  l e t t e r s ,  t h i s  col lect ion contains a  
cer t i f ica te ,  dated 1818, of Mrs. Swi f t l s  membership i n  the  Presbyterian 
church a t  Hanover, New Jersey; a  biographical sketch of Mrs. Keturah 
Young, apparently wri t ten by El isha P. Swift; an undated fragment of  
M r .  Swift1s w i l l ;  and a  w i l l ,  made i n  1917, of Mrs. Lucy E.  McCombs of 
Avalon, Pa. 

From Mrs. D . C . Jackson, Washington, D .C., 1950. 


