
MG-261 

Farmers' Bank of Reading 

The Farmers' Bank was t h e  2nd t o  be opened wi th in  Reading. It was au thor ized  
by Act of Mar. 21, 1813, c r e a t i n g  a general  system of banking f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e ,  
t h e  S t a t e  t o  be divided i n t o  27 d i s t r i c t s ,  each one t o  have a  bank. The coun t i e s  
of Berks and Schuy lk i l l  were made one d i s t r i c t  and given a  bank t o  be  c a l l e d  t h e  
Farmers' Bank of Reading. The shares  were t o  be  50 d o l l a r s  each, t h e  number f o r  
Berks Co., fO,d600and f o r  Schuy lk i l l  1500. Gov. Snyder vetoed t h e  b i l l ,  and . 
b i t t e r l y  opposed such a  system, bu t  one year  l a t e r ,  1814, it was passed over t h e  
Governor's head by a two-third majori ty .  The board of d i r e c t o r s  m e t  June 14, 1814, 
and organized by e l e c t i n g  Wm. Whitman, Jr., a s  p r e s i d e n t ;  John S. H i e s t e r  (Governor 's 
son) ,  cashXer; Benjamin Davis, 1 s t  c l e r k ;  George Nagle, 2nd c l e r k ;  P h i l i p  Smith, 
watchman. Occupied a  bu i ld ing  a t  445 Penn S t r e e t .  

Reading and Berks County Pennsylvania - 5 His tory .  Cyrus T. Fox, ed . - in-ch ief ,  
1925. Vol. 1, p. 137. 
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FARMERS' BANK OF READING 

Farmers' Bank of  Reading, 1814-36 
L e t t e r  Books, 1815-33 

1815, Jan .  17-May 24, 1816 
1816, May 24-July 7, 1818 
1818, J u l y  6-Nov. 17,  1823 
1823, Nov. 21-Dec. 17 ,  1825 
1825, Dec. 19-Apr. 30, 1827 
1827, May 3-June 28, 1828 
1829, Mar. 27-Dec. 15  
1829, Dec. 9-Sept. 18 ,  1830 
1830, Sept .  22-Nov. 23, 1831 
1831, Nov. 22-May 15 ,  1832 
1832, May 14-Jan. 29, 1833 

B l o t t e r s ,  1830-36 
1830, June 16-Nov. 28, 1831 
1834, Oct. 31-Nov. 2 ,  1836 

1 4  Vols .  

Stock Share Book, 1814-18 
1814, Apr. 30-Apr. 8 ,  1818 

(No .  2) 
(No. 3) 
(No. 4) 
(No. 5) 
(No. 6)  
(No. 8 )  
(No. 9) 
(No. 10)  

/go. 117 - 
(No. 12) 

(Discount & Deposi t )  BBlO 
(No. 7)  BB15 

(New s tock  s h a r e s ,  
May 24, 1855) BB1 
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