Delaware County, already third

maost  populous in  Pennsylvania,
is growing by apariment-sized
leaps. :

The Swedes started it all when
they established a log cabin colony
in Tinicum in the early 1600s. It
wias a small beginning — but the
people are still coming.

There are predictions that Dela-
ware County, smallest in the state
by arca (184:43 square miles), will
some day-—soon—be an ‘indistin-
guishable part of a **city” larger
than Philadelphia.

Within the county are 49 mun-
icipalities.

The average population densify
in 1966 was 2.999 persons per
square mile,

572,122

The last official estimate —
made in 15862~—placed the popula-
tion at 572,122, an increase of
18,968 over the 1960 census.

Fstimates - say there will be 722,-
700 by 1980 and 837,000 by the
year 2000,

In 1960, there were 162,000 hous-
ing unils.

Since then, thousands more have
been built, are being buill or are
in the planning stages,

The current growth in housing
is not spectacular — unlike the
booms of the 19205 and the 1940s.

It is steady.

There is a new trend as the
land left for development is rapidly
being eaten up by bulldozers.
APARTMENTS

It is the apartment hoom.

Apartment buildings are sprout-
ing in many communilies - in all
sections of the county. Most are
“low rise” or garden variety. But
there is at least one high-rise plan.

ned = a 12 - story %6-unit strue-
ture in Chester.
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To bring in temants, the  new
apartment nouses offer all sorts of
incentives including  swimming
peols in inner courts.

No more worries abaut leaks and
furnaces. The janitor takes ecare
of them. -

Ne more cutting the grass on
Saturday afterncon of fighting the
erab grass, That's the custwdian’s
job.

No more long-lernmi martgages.
Ng painting. No remadeling.

The developments of single
houses continue tg grow in what
were farmlands, woods or pas-
tures of large estates where blood-
ed horses once grazed.

Many families still want homes
with prass around them,
HOMES GO Upr

Single-house developments are
still going up in such communi-
ties as Aston, Radnor and Upper
Chichester, which have been heav.
ily built up in, recent years.

Rural communities such as Up-
per Providence and Idgmont and
Concord are being dolled with
houses. '

The buildup in fringe townships
such as Birmingham and Thorn-
bury hasn’t really startéd yet,

Their time is coming.

The developments will tax the
school systems and part-lime po-
Micemen and amateur govern-
ments—and the taxpayers.

Utilities will have to stretch
their lines to kecep up with the
demand.

Hiphways, already inadequafe,
will have to be improved.
‘SUPERURBIA’

The time is coming when this
urban-suburban county will he part
of “superurbia.”

It will be an almost indistinguish-
able part of a solid area of hous-
ing, recreation, shopping ceniers,

public buildings, parking lols and
stracts and highways.

Utlimately, it could become part
of one great city-—made up of
Dretaware, Bucks, Maontgomery
and Chesier Counties around the
hub, Philadeiphia.

At least that’s the eanclusion of
the Communities Research Instis
tute of the Villanova University
School of Law.

There's slill a large amount of
land left "in ihe counly—mainly
to the west,

But how long it will remain un-
developed is anybody’'s guess,

Planners and others are con-
cerned about what is Jefl.

LOUD DEMANDS

The demand 1o save space for
public parks is getling louder.

Last year a counly planning
commission  officiat  estimatecd
there was building rommn left for
only 83,000 persons in the county.

He estimated that by 1980 there
would be 169,546 more residents.
Thal's when World War IT babics
slart having babics of their own.

One answer fo the problem is
aparliments.

The apartment trend is being
watched with inferest By the coun-
ty planning cormmission.

“In the last year or more, we've
been riding a boom in apartments
in the suburbs,” says William
Tavis, the commission's exceutive
director.

“The length of lime the high
demand will last is undelermin-
ed‘!f

In 1900, the counly’s population
was only 34,762, There were 19,000
dwellings.

IN 1920s

The big boom eame in the 19205
when the casterm part of the
county mushroomed.

The decade of the 1930s was

_in the 1M0s and continued
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relatively slow here, as else-
where, but the second boom came
into
the carly and middle 1950s.

Building sloped off toward the
end af the 1950s.

“We're now in a transitional pe-
ried,” Davig sald. “'The trend in
single housing is steady . . . lhe
significant shilt is to apartmenl
housing."

More than half the subdivision

. plans submiited {o the commis-

sion are for aparimoents.

Why?

Some say beeouse maoney s
maore readily availahle for apart-
ment  building.

Otherg say older persons: once
their  children are grown, don't
want the bothep of taking care of
houses.

And there are young couples
with no children,

Protrably all three reasons con-
tribule to the hoom,

CONCERKN

There is some concern whelher
the trend will reach a saturalien
poinl—too many dwelling units in-
stead of not chough,

In 1861, -the Philadelphia Elee-
tric Co. grouped homes and apart-
meals in its figures for new hous-
ing staris. That year housing
starts totaled 1,999 in PE's Dela-
ware Division alancy whieh in-
cludes the lower part of the coun-
Ly.
Last year, PE hroke down the
statistics because of the upsurge
in apariments. There were 1,39
new houses and 722 aparlments,
a tofal of 2,121 units.

Tor the first six months of this
year, there were only 564 new
houses started—as compared (o
1070 apartmoents.

School aofficials say apartments
normally bring in less schoolapge
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children than housing develop-
menls, But they are becoming con-
cerned with the intensity of the
boom, '

In the past, probably the best
known apartmenl complex in the
county was the Drexeclbrook in
Drexel Hill, :

Built 14 years ago on the site of
a go¥f course, it has 1,200 units
in 90 two-story buildings.

‘HIGII RFSER’

The most widely known “*high
rise” in lhe county is the 10-siory,
J320-unil Chetwynd Apartmenls in
Rosemont,

Today's aparlmenls come in ail-
sives and can fit almost any pock-
ctiraok. ’

Onc of the largest planned is
Fark Lane IEast, a garden apari-
ment V'eommunily” at Sherbrook
Blvd. and Navlor's Run in Upper
Darby.

Ground hag been broken for fhe
first 134 of a planned 407 units.
The first building is to be finished
in January, The acres. evenlually
will includg Five three-level build-
ings. There will be an inner court
with a large swimming pool and
a children’s wading pool.

Also planned are a skating rink,
miniature golf course and a putting
green,

The apartmenis themselves?
They will include a number of Lwo
and threé bedroom sutles.
RIDLEY BOOM

Ridley Township, one of the
communities which feli the boom
in housing, is fecling it now in
apartments.

The 244-unit Sulton Arms Apart-
ments al Morlon Ave. and Mac-
Dade Blvd., Folsom, are near com-
pletion.

Woodlyn Park Aparimenis on
MacDade Boulevard south of Fair-
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